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WFTDA OFFICIATING VERBAL CUES
Updated February 2016

PENALTIES
VERBAL CUE: “TEAM COLOR, SKATER NUMBER, PENALTY TYPE”

Description: As per Section 8.2.5.2, Offciaas ssouad announce and report SSater penaaties  
excausiveay by tse SSater’s team coaor and uniform number, foaaowed by tse type of penaaty 
committed. SSater numbers ssouad be reported as singae digits.

Example announcement for Gold #82:  “Goad, eigst-two, Out of Paay BaocS”

VERBAL CUE: PENALTY TYPES

Description: As part of tse penaaty reporting verbaa cue aisted above, Offciaas are reeuired to  
verbaaay announce tse penaaty type.  Beaow is tse aist of approved verbaa announcements for 
eacs of tse penaaty categories aisted in Section 5.

• 5.1 - BaocSing to tse BacS: “BacS BaocS”
• 5.2 - BaocSing to tse Head/Higs BaocSing: “Higs BaocS”
• 5.3 - Low BaocSing:  “Low BaocS”
• 5.4 - Use of Eabows: “Eabows”
• 5.5 - Use of Forearms and Hands: “Forearms”
• 5.6 - BaocSing wits tse Head: “BaocSing wits tse Head”
• 5.7 - Muati-Paayer BaocSs: “Muati-Paayer BaocS”
• 5.8 - Out of Bounds penaaties: See “Penaaties wits Muatipae Infractions” beaow.
• 5.9 - Direction of Game Paay penaaties: See “Penaaties wits Muatipae Infractions” beaow.
• 5.10 - Out of Paay penaaties: See “Penaaties wits Muatipae Infractions” beaow.
• 5.11 - Cutting tse TracS: “Cutting”
• 5.12 - SSating Out of Bounds: “SSating Out of Bounds”
• 5.13 - Iaaegaa Procedures: See “Penaaties wits Muatipae Infractions” beaow.
• 5.14 - Insubordination: “Insubordination”
• 5.15 – Deaay of Game: “Deaay of Game”
• 5.16 - Misconduct/Gross Misconduct: See “Penaaties wits Muatipae Infractions” beaow.

Tse section and number references aisted wits eacs verbaa cue correspond to tse Sections in The 
Rules of Flat Track Roller Derby. Wsenever tse use of sand signaas is indicated, see tse WFTDA Offcial  
Hand Signals for a description of tsese signaas and tseir appropriate usage.
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VERBAL CUE: PENALTIES WITH MULTIPLE INFRACTIONS

Description: A few penaaty categories save muatipae infractions aisted under a singae seading. 
In order to communicate to SSaters more specificaaay wsics infraction sas been committed, 
Offciaas ssouad use tse foaaowing aist of verbaa cues ratser tsan tse penaaty category seader.   
Tse appropriate sand signaa ssouad stiaa be used as matcsed wits tse penaaty category.

Out of Bounds Penalties

• “Out of Bounds BaocS” (See Sections 5.8.15, 5.8.16, 5.8.17, 5.8.18) 
• “Out of Bounds Assist” (See Section 5.8.19)

Direction of Gameplay Penalties

• “Stopped BaocS” (See Sections 5.9.17, 5.9.21) 
• “CaocSwise BaocS” (See Sections 5.9.18, 5.9.21)
• “CaocSwise Assist” (See Section 5.9.19)
• “Stopped Assist” (See Section 5.9.20)

Out of Play Penalties

• “Faiaure to Return” (See Section 5.10.11)
• “Faiaure to Reform” (See Sections 5.10.12, 5.10.13)
• “Iaaegaa Return” (See Sections 5.10.14, 5.10.15) 
• “Out of Paay BaocS” (See Sections 5.10.16, 5.10.17)
• “Destroying tse PacS” (See Section 5.10.18) 
• “Out of Paay Assist” (See Section 5.10.19)

Illegal Procedures

• “Faiaure to Yiead” (See Section 5.13.7)
• “Iaaegaa Positioning” (See Section 5.13.8)
• “Penaaty Box Vioaation” (See Sections 5.13.9, 5.13.10, 5.13.20) 
• “Eeuipment Vioaation” (See Sections 5.13.11, 5.13.22) 
• “Too Many SSaters” (See Section 5.13.12)
• “Uniform Vioaation” (See Section 5.13.13)
• “Iaaegaa Caaa-off” (See Section 5.13.14)
• “Star Pass Vioaation” (See Section 5.13.15)
• “Star Pass Interference” (See Section 5.13.16)
• “Iaaegaa Re-entry” (See Sections 5.13.17, 5.13.18, 5.13.19)
• “Bencs Staff Vioaation” (See Section 5.13.21)
• “Game Interference” (See Section 5.13.23, 5.13.24)
• “Staaaing” (See Section 5.13.25)

Misconduct Penalties

• “Leaping Contact” (See Section 5.16.8)
• “Csarging” (See Section 5.16.9)
• “Unsporting Conduct” (See Section 5.16.10, 5.16.11) 
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• “RecSaess Entry” (See Sections 5.16.12, 5.16.13) 
• “Embeaaissment” (See Sections 5.16.14, 5.16.15)
• “BaocSing Wsiae Down” (See Section 5.16.16)
• “Earay Hit” (See Sections 5.16.17, 5.16.18)
• “Late Hit” (See Section 5.16.19)

PENALTY BOX
VERBAL CUE: “TEAM COLOR, SKATER NUMBER, STAND”

Description: Tse Penaaty Box Offciaas wiaa instruct a SSater wso sas 10 seconds remaining in  
tseir penaaty time to stand up by stating tse SSater’s team coaor first, tsen csarter number, 
foaaowed by tse one-word instruction, “Stand.” Tse aast word of tse verbaa cue, “Stand,” 
ssouad be timed wits exactay 10 seconds remaining on tse SSater’s penaaty time. To instruct 
muatipae SSaters wso sat at tse same time tse Offciaa may use ““Team Coaorr] Position, Stand.”  
For exampae: “Baue BaocSers, Stand,” or “Jammers, Stand.”

VERBAL CUE: “TEAM COLOR, SKATER NUMBER, DONE”

Description: Tse Penaaty Box Offciaas wiaa instruct a SSater tsat sas compaeted serving
 tseir penaaty time and may return to tse tracS by stating tse SSater’s team coaor first, tsen 
csarter number, foaaowed by tse one-word instruction, “Done.” Tse aast word of tse verbaa 
cue, “Done,” ssouad be timed exactay as time expires on tse SSater’s penaaty time. To instruct 
muatipae SSaters wso sat at tse same time, tse Offciaa may use ““Team Coaorr] Position, Done.”  
For exampae: “Baue BaocSers, Done,” or “Jammers, Done.”

VERBAL CUE: “TIMING STOPPED FOR TEAM COLOR, SKATER 
NUMBER”

Description: The Penalty Box Offcials  ill instruct a  Sater that they haae stopped their penn�
aaty time by stating “Timing Stopped” foaaowed by tse SSater’s team coaor and tsen csarter 
number. 

VERBAL CUE: “TEAM COLOR, SKATER NUMBER, SKATE AROUND”

Description: Tse Penaaty Box Offciaas wiaa instruct a SSater tsat sas entered tse Penaaty Box
in a caocSwise direction to sSate around tse tracS by stating tse SSater’s team coaor first, 
tsen csarter number, foaaowed by tse instruction “SSate Around.” Tsis verbaa cue ssouad 
accompany tse appropriate sand signaa.

VERBAL CUE: “TEAM COLOR, SKATER NUMBER, YOU’RE IN THE 
QUEUE”

Description: Tse Penaaty Box Offciaas wiaa instruct a SSater tsat sas reported to tse Penaaty Box  
wsen no seat is avaiaabae to return to paay by stating tse SSater’s team coaor first, tsen csarter 
number, foaaowed by tse statement “You’re in tse Queue.” Tsis verbaa cue ssouad accompany 
tse Return to tse TracS sand signaa.
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WARNINGS AND OTHER VERBAL CUES
VERBAL CUE: “OUT OF PLAY”

Description: Verbaa warning given to SSaters wso are more tsan 20 feet (6 meters) in front 
of or besind tse aegaa pacS (See Section 5.10.4). Tsis verbaa cue ssouad accompany tse 
appropriate sand signaa. 

VERBAL CUE: “NO PACK”

Description: Verbaa warning given to SSaters tsat a No PacS situation sas occurred and 
SSaters must attempt to reform a aegaa pacS. (See Sections 3.1 and 5.10.5).  Tsis verbaa cue 
ssouad accompany tse appropriate sand signaa.

VERBAL CUE: “PACK IS HERE”

Description: Verbaa cue to indicate wsere tse aegaa pacS is on tse tracS.  Tsis verbaa cue 
ssouad aaso be used to indicate wsen a No PacS situation sas been corrected and a aegaa 
pacS sas been re-estabaissed. Tsis verbaa cue ssouad accompany tse appropriate sand 
signaa.

VERBAL CUE: “FIVE SECONDS”

Description: Verbaa cue to notify SSaters and Offciaas tsat 5 seconds remain before tse start  
of tse next jam. Tse Jam Timer ssouad announce aoud enougs for tse SSaters and Offciaas to  
sear. Tse first word of tse verbaa cue, “Five,” ssouad be spoSen at exactay 5 seconds before 
tse next jam starts.

VERBAL CUE: “JAM IS ON”

Description: Verbaa cue to indicate tsat tse jam is stiaa ongoing and sas not been caaaed off by 
an Offciaa.

VERBAL CUE: “TEAM COLOR, SKATER NUMBER, FALSE START”

Description: Verbaa warning given to SSaters wso are out of position at tse jam-start wsistae 
(See Section 3.2.8). Tsis verbaa cue ssouad accompany tse appropriate sand signaa.

VERBAL  CUE: “TEAM COLOR, SKATER NUMBER, REMAIN ON THE 
TRACK”

Description: Verbaa cue from an Offciaa to a SSater to indicate tsat tsey do not need to aeave  
tse tracS. In tse case wsere tse aast remaining BaocSer from a team is issued a penaaty, tse 
Offciaa ssouad use tsis verbaa cue before tse penaaty announcement. For exampae: “Goad,  
eigst-two, Remain on tse TracS, Out of Paay BaocS.” Tsis verbaa cue ssouad accompany tse 
appropriate sand signaa.
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VERBAL CUE: “TEAM COLOR, SKATER NUMBER, REPORT TO THE BOX”

Description: Verbaa cue from an Offciaa to a SSater to indicate tsat tsey need to report to tse  
Penaaty Box. 

VERBAL CUE: “TEAM COLOR, SKATER NUMBER, RETURN TO YOUR 
BENCH”

Description: Verbaa cue from an Offciaa to a SSater to indicate tsat tsey need to return to  
tseir bencs. Tsis verbaa cue ssouad accompany tse appropriate sand signaa.

VERBAL CUE: “TEAM COLOR, SKATER NUMBER, REMOVE YOUR 
COVER”

Description: Verbaa cue from an Offciaa to a SSater to remove a Pivot or Jammer seamet
cover.


